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extent, because only Republicanism can lead to Socialism by
legal evolution without break of continuity.' He rebuked the
trade unionists. 'Those who on the pretext of revolution and of
doctrinal purity hide miserably behind abstention from party
politics are deserting Socialist thought. They are also deserting
the revolutionary tradition of the French working class.' He
and Millerand opposed the idea of a general strike as a tactic
likely neither to preserve working-class unity nor to win suffi-
cient public approval to be effective. They both worked to put
the parliamentary Socialist Party at the head of the industrial
working-class j and to put Socialism in its true line of descent in
the French Revolutionary tradition. How they temporarily
succeeded in doing both, amid the storm of the Dreyfus case,
will be told later (Chapter IV). But the death of Jaures in 1914
and the effects of the Great War led to the re-splitting of C.G.T.
from Socialist Party. When Leon Blum, the heir of Jaures, took
office as Prime Minister at the head of the 'Popular Front'
government in 1936, the old split took the acute form of the
'stay-in' strikes and further disruption in the ranks of the indus-
trial workers: this despite the share taken by the C.G.T. in the
formation of the Cartel des Gauckes in 1924 and in the early stages
of the Popular Front itself.
By its stormy history and its chronic divisions, political
organization of the French industrial workers thus failed to
compensate for the bias of the Third Republican regime in
favour of the peasantry and the countryside. If the regime only
too often failed to reflect the true social balance of French life,
if the governments and policies of the Republic tended too
often to defer to the preferences of the peasants at the expense
of the interests of the industrial workers, it was a fault not only
of the Constitution itself, but also of the weakness of Labour
organizations. This weakness became most apparent just when
it mattered most—in the critical years between the two wars.
Some real consolidation existed between the Amiens Congress
of the C.G.T. in 1906 and the Saint-fitienne Congress in 1922.
But in 1920 the Left Wing of the Socialist Party split off to be-
come the French Communist Party, and a large section of the
trade unions split off from the C.G.T. to form the Confederation

